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About Me:
● I am an Speech-Language Pathologist
● I began my journey with AAC as an 

undergraduate at UW-Madison working for the 
Communication Aids and Systems Clinic 
(CASC)

● Received my Master’s degree from Penn State. I 
had a graduate assistantship to work directly 
with Dr. Janice Light.  I assisted with research 
and development of the ALL literacy curriculum 
that is now available through 
Mayer-Johnson/Tobii Dynavox

● Worked in various school districts, 
Birth-to-Three, the CP Center in Green Bay, and 
most recently as the Program Support Teacher 
for the Assistive Technology Program in the 
Green Bay Area Public Schools.

● I am a Mom to three amazing kids.
● My husband is pretty great because he does all 

the cooking and grocery shopping.
● And I love to run and bake!



Writing AAC Goals... ● Communication Matrix for assessing and 
tracking skills

● Look at Normal language development and 
write the goals as you would for your verbal 
students

● Lauren Enders Pinterest Board on Writing Goals 
and AT in the IEP (Lots of links to many 
resources for writing AAC goals!)

● PraAACtical AAC goals
○ Goals that Matter (printable-with lots of Goal 

ideas)
● PRC’s Powerpoint

https://communicationmatrix.org/
https://www.mbaea.org/media/documents/BLOOM_EF4FF964CC534.rtf
http://praacticalaac.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Lauren-Pinterest-1.jpg
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/praactical-aac-goals/
http://praacticalaac.org/?wpfb_dl=94
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0lndbtm2htzvxof/AAC,%20IEP%20Goals%20and%20Beyond%20(Margaret%20Perkins%20-%20PRC).ppt


Core Vocabulary - How to decide what to teach/target!
A guide for writing IEP goals

What are we teaching?  

Language

We need to look at:  

● Syntax: What word combinations do typically developing 
children make?

● Morphology: What endings do typically developing 
children put on words?

● Semantics: What words to typically developing children 
use?

● Pragmatics: Why do typically developing children use 
those words?  What are their reasons for using them?



Let’s take a closer look 
at language 
development!

Look at typical language development and let that 
be your guide.

Brown’s Stage of syntactic and morphological 
development

● Brown breaks it down by age

The AAC Language Lab has a great website with 
many free and low-cost resources that breaks 
language development into stages

https://www.speech-language-therapy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=33:brown&catid=2:uncategorised&Itemid=117
https://www.speech-language-therapy.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=33:brown&catid=2:uncategorised&Itemid=117
https://aaclanguagelab.com/resources/free


Target skills that will help us move through the stages of language development

For example, if you’re at Stage One - Targeting single words that are used to direct activities, request, 
and label 



Brown’s Stage 1 If we look at Brown’s Stage One (which corresponds 
more closely with the Language Lab’s stage 2) we will 
see that once a child has 50-60 words they begin 
combining words. 

● When we are working with students we need to 
model/teach kids these different sentence types 
based on their developmental levels. 

● What is missing from this goal?
○ Billy with independently put two symbols 

together with 80% accuracy during 3 
consecutive opportunities.  

● Saying that a student will put two symbols 
together doesn’t provide enough direction.  This is 
where we get students repeating “want + juice” or 
“want + iPad” (getting stuck in an “I want” pattern.  
When we look at typical language, a student my 
say 

○ that + juice
○ more + juice
○ Me + juice 



What else do we need to look at?

Morphology - Let’s take a look at how pronouns develop across the levels/stages



Between 2 and 2 ½ years old  kids are using using present 
progressive, regular plural -s endings, pronouns (she, he, yours, 
we), and prepositions (in, on, under)

Let’s go back and look at our goal again: 

○ Billy with independently put two symbols together with 
80% accuracy during 3 consecutive opportunities.  

■ Does it give us any information about if he is using 
the prepositions developmentally appropriate for 
his level?  Do we know if he is even using 
pronouns? Do we know if he can say crackers v. 
crackers?



Wait, there’s more!  Pragmatics!

Communicative intent and discourse rules also follow 
developmental stages.  

Model these skills for students, explicitly teach the rules to 
students.  Don’t just expect student’s to know how to do 
these skills and refer to typical language development to 
guide your goals.

Is this a good goal?

● Billy will independently initiate answering a question 
in class on 4 out of 5 opportunities. 

A stage one goal for Billy might look something like this:

● Billy will independently name an item (vocabulary 
word) targeted within a Unique lesson on ¾ 
opportunities.   



There’s more to 
life than 
cookies!

-Janice Light

Let’s remember 
to work on 
more than 

requesting!



Let’s take a brief look 
at vocabulary 
(Semantics)

Goal:

Billy will increase his vocabulary by 100 words by 
the end of the school year.

What do you think?  Good or bad goal?

How do we choose vocabulary?

Refer to normal language acquisition.  Words are 
acquired developmentally.  Gail Van Tatenhove 
has a nice handout that outlines what words are 
acquired first.

http://www.vantatenhove.com/files/papers/Common/NLD&AAC.doc


Pulling it all together

Goal: Move to a stage 2 - talking with two and three word phrases (MLU: 1.5-2.0)

Syntax Subject + 
verb
(You eat)

Verb + object
(go home)

Verb + agent
(see puppy)

Question + X
(What eat?)

Subject + 
Object
(Daddy car)

Morphonlogy Pronouns: 
My, me, 
mine, you

Adjectives:
Size, 
temperature

Negatives: 
Not

Semantics See word list 
- Van 
Tatenhove

Pragmatics Request an 
action

Respond to 
requests

Stating

-Restating 
when 
requested

Regulating 
conversation
al behavior

Turn Talking:
-After a 
pause
-Beyond two 
turns

-Initiating a 
topic to an 
adult
-Initiating to 
peers

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wbi_vI4NDfzK67SnP88BCQGFMcPFMlsmo3sgiP6LX4A/edit?usp=sharing


Pulling it all together

Realize Language from PRC/Saltillo  $9.95/year

Webinar

Consent Form

https://saltillo.com/images/more-than-just-a-pretty-chart-tc-get-started-with-data-logging.pdf
https://realizelanguage.com/info/
https://youtu.be/-sRxNIsLboM
https://saltillo.com/images/more-than-just-a-pretty-chart-consentandcommunicationform-ver2014.pdf


What do your language goals look like when 
your students have access to Core Vocabulary?



Can you write good language/AAC 
goals with this as your 
communication system?

● We need to get rid of the mentality that you 
have to prove yourself before increasing your 
vocabulary!

● What if what you want to say isn’t on this 
board, so you don’t respond?  Because you 
don’t respond, now your teacher/SLP 
assumes that  you can’t communicate and 
won’t add more vocabulary.

.
● Now you refuse to use the communication 

board or system because it doesn’t have 
what you want to say.  Your behaviors 
increase.  



Resources Cool Tools-Low Tech FIle Folder core board

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUFS3MGgt8Q&f
eature=youtu.be   ( directions low tech device)

http://www.aacintervention.com/home/180009852/1
80009852/tips/2005/01jan2005/colorcoding.pdf   
(color codingboards/words)

https://coreword.assistiveware.com/c/core-word-of-t
he-week  (lesson ideas)

https://www.alabamashaa.org/files/Convention%202
016/Lehr-ScoreWithCore.pdf  (implementing)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUFS3MGgt8Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUFS3MGgt8Q&feature=youtu.be
http://www.aacintervention.com/home/180009852/180009852/tips/2005/01jan2005/colorcoding.pdf
http://www.aacintervention.com/home/180009852/180009852/tips/2005/01jan2005/colorcoding.pdf
https://coreword.assistiveware.com/c/core-word-of-the-week
https://coreword.assistiveware.com/c/core-word-of-the-week
https://www.alabamashaa.org/files/Convention%202016/Lehr-ScoreWithCore.pdf
https://www.alabamashaa.org/files/Convention%202016/Lehr-ScoreWithCore.pdf


AT and the IEP

● Present Level of Performance:
○ Describe in detail the technology/supports that a student is using and the 

learning environments or tasks in which it’s being used
■ You can name specific products being used (i.e. iPad with Proloquo2Go, 

Read and Write for Google), as well as the features of the products and 
how they support a student’s access and progress

● Special Factors:   Yes/No checkbox regarding the need for assistive technology 

● Program Summary: 
○ Related Services:  With approval of/consultation with the school team
○ Supplemental Aides/Services:  Name the features of the AT, not the product 

name (i.e. high tech speech generating device vs. iPad with Proloquo2Go or 
word prediction vs. Co:Writer)

○ Program Modifications:  With approval of/consultation with the school team

 



Wisconsin Assistive 
Technology 
Initative (WATI)

The funding for this state-wide project was 
discontinued at the end of the 2008-2009 school 
year. WATI currently is a voluntary network of AT 
consultants who collaborate to provide trainings, 
supports, maintain and update the WATI archives.

WATI recently released all of the updated manuals 
and redesigned their website.

AT for Communication

In addition, there is also a training piece to the 
manual now.  There are learning modules that 
were developed by some of the original members 
who put the manual together.  Here is a link to the 
learning models: 
http://www.atinternetmodules.org/  It is a free 
resource you just have to create a login.  

http://wati.org
http://wati.org
http://wati.org
http://www.wati.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Ch3-Communication.pdf
http://www.atinternetmodules.org/


The AAC times, they are a-changing 

(taken from the Uncommon Sense Blog - click 
picture for link to full post)

I believe that the voices we lend to this fight accelerate 
the process. I believe that every time we speak publicly 
about presuming competence, giving all the words, 
using robust systems early and often, and throwing 
away the ridiculous hierarchy, we reach new people. 
And while some of these new people will brush us off as 
idealistic, some will join the movement. Others will think 
twice the next time they sit down and pull out a small 
set of picture cards.

There's a line in the musical Hamilton that says, "I may 
not live to see our glory, but I will gladly join the fight." I 
believe that this lines directly up with our place in AAC 
history.

http://niederfamily.blogspot.com/2016/09/i-may-not-live-to-see-our-aac-glory-but.html


Speaker Information: 
Jennifer Schubring M.S., CCC-SLP
Assistive Technology Program Support, Green Bay Area Public Schools
Owner, Building AAC, LLC


